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he Hilo Bay watershed is a
I unique area. Covering nearly
500,000 acres, the watershed
extends from the summits of Mauna
Kea and Mauna Loa down to the
coastat Kings Landing in the south
and up to Pauka‘a in the north. It
includes volcanoes, snow-capped
mountains, barren lava flows,
lush rain forests, coral reefs and
deserts, Because of its many distinct
features, determining the health of
the watershed's various ecosystems,
including its waters, is a difficult
undertaking.

Maintaining or improving the
water quality of Hilo Bay and its
tributaries is an important issue

for both residents and visitors. My
work focuses on nonpoint pollution
within the Hilo Bay watershed,

and frequently the issue of Hilo

Bay being “dirty; in need of being
cleaned up is raised. The importance
of water quality to the community

is emphasized in the local effort to
revitalize the downtown area of Hio.
The recently developed community
plan for downtown Hilo - EnVision
Downtown Hilo 2025, ‘lke i Hilo
ntifies “A clean Hilo Bay” as

the second most important concern
raised by nearly 1300 residents who
participated in the process.

As they do not meet state water
quality standards, the Bay and
tributaries were placed on the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's
(EPA) list of impaired water bodies.
These water bodies are declared
impaired due to Nonpoint Sources
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(NPS) of pollution which are a
result of rainfall or snowmelt moving
over and through our watersheds
and picking up pollutants such

as fertilzers, pesticides, eroding
soils, and toxic runoff from urban
areas. The EPA has estimated that
NPS pollution is the single largest
cause of the deterioration of our
nation's water quality. There are.
several ongoing activities ranging
from scientific studies to community
groups that are focused on
improving the water quality of Hilo
Bay and its tributaries.

To address water impairment issues,
the Hilo Bay Watershed Advisory
Group (HBWAG) was created.

This volunteer group is comprised
of interested and concerned
community members including
technical experts, University of
Hawaii Hilo students and faculty,
agency representatives, recreational
users, County Council members,
and other stakeholders. The HBWAG
has been meeting monthly since
mid 2003, recently completing a
Public Input Report. Following this
feport many members of HBWAG
assisted in developing a Watershed-
Based Restoration Plan (WRP).

‘The EPA requires a WRP include;
data identifying the causes and
sources of NPS pollution, possible
management measures to reduce
this pollution, an educational
component aimed at raising
awareness of the pollution and ways
o determine if the implemented
projects are resulting in decreased
NPS pollution. When developing

(Top) Initil plans
designed by students

of Connections Public:
Charter School fr the Hilo
Bay Watershed wall mural
are unveiled.

(Middle) Students who
painted the mural on a
busy downtown Hilo street
using recycled paints from
the local transfer station.

(Bottom) Some of the.
“painting partners" from
Connections School and
the Hilo Bay Walershed
Advisory Group.
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